DISTRICT V - ATHLETIC TRAINING STUDENT PRESENTATION
Abstract Preparation and Submission Instructions

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS JANUARY 13th, 2012

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
Individuals may submit only one abstract as the primary (presenting) author, but may be listed as a secondary author on other abstracts.  All abstracts will undergo blind review.  Abstracts and presentation must be original work of the authors and not previously presented.  Previous presentations to athletic training organizations' state and district meetings, and the NATA Athletic Training Educators' Conference will not restrict MAATA student presentation status.  If the abstract has been submitted for presentation at the National Annual Meeting & Symposia, another district or state meeting it will be allowed here as well.  Because of the number of submissions, limited time and human resources, it is essential that authors follow the instructions and copy edit their own work.  There is no time to request edits to abstracts.  Abstracts that are not submitted in accordance with the instructions are most likely rejected. 

COMMON FORMATING INSTRUCTIONS
The following formatting instructions are similar to those stated by the NATA REF.
1. Prepare your abstract using MS Word on a computer according to the correct Option and Subcategory. You will be asked to attach your abstract file from your computer to the email message that includes your submission form document.  
2. Top, bottom, right, and left margins of the body of the abstract (in a WORD file) should be set at 1" using the standard 8.5" x 11" format.  Use either Arial or Helvetica 12pt. font with single spacing.  Provide the title of the paper or project starting at the top left margin.
3. On the next line, indent 3 spaces and provide the names of all authors, with the author who will make the presentation listed first.  Enter the last name, then initials (without periods), followed by a comma, and continue the same format for all secondary authors (if any), ending with a colon.
4. On the same line following the colon, indicate the name of the institution (including the city and state) where the research was conducted or the topic was drafted.  If primary author is not at that location where the work was completed place an * after their name and following the institution where the research was conducted, or the topic was drafted, the primary author can indicate her/his present institution (including the city and state).  For collaborative projects where portions of the project were conducted at different institutions, list all authors as described above (#3), then list institutional affiliations using the following consecutive symbols (*, †, ‡, §, ║, ¶, #, **, etc.)
5. Leave two blank lines and begin entering the body of the abstract flush left in a single paragraph with no indentions.  The text of the body must be structured (with the headings as indicated in the various formats below).  Do not justify the right margin.  Do not include tables or figures.  A word count generated by MS Word must be included at the bottom of the abstract on a separate line.  The word count should include the body of the abstract and structured headings.
6. The required formats for the structured abstracts are listed below.  For further clarification, authors should consult the 9th edition or higher AMA Manual of Style and the instructions for authors in the Journal of Athletic Training.
SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS
Scholarly Research Option
Within this option are the same subcategories: Basic Research, Survey Research, Meta-Analysis, Systematic Reviews, Qualitative Research, Clinical Case Reports, and Clinical Case Series as used by the NATA REF.  Because of the similarities, the formatting of these abstracts are the same as stated by the NATA REF Free Communications Committee.  Therefore, those guidelines will apply and we ask you to visit (www.natafoundation.org/forms/08CFAPeerReviewedTrackInstr.htm) for the specifics and examples.  The body of the abstract for Original Research is limited to 450 words.  The body of the abstract for a Case Reports are limited to 600 words.  Please make sure you correctly indicate which subcategory you are submitting under on your form. 


Topic Exchange Option
Within this option are the subcategories: Current Issues, Tips from the Field, Review of Literature, Shared Experiences, and Equipment Comparisons.  Due to the range of topics possible and the newness of this Option the abstracts need to fit on one page and include at least the following headings:
Context: A summary of the reason for the presentation including the uniqueness.  Objective: State the objective(s) or question(s) addressed, and include any applicable preconceived thoughts or misconceptions.  Topic Discussion: This is the body of the abstract.  Authors are welcome to use subheadings as needed.  Each Subheading should be in italics and underlined. Conclusions: Summarize or emphasize the important points and relate the impact these points should or could have on the appropriate aspects of the athletic training profession.  The statements must be consistent with what is stated in the rest of the abstract.  Try to limit these statements to no more than 4 sentences.  
Word Count: No limit is mandated, but the whole abstract must fit on one page.


TIMELINE
	Action
	Date

	Submission deadline
	January 13, 2012

	Notification of acceptance and presentation style
	January 27, 2012

	Presentation schedule notification via email
	February 3, 2012

	Presentation at MAATA student meeting
	March 16/17, 2012
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